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COOPERATIVE EDUCATION
President Thomas is very interested in having a college wide cooperative education program; this type of program would make it
possible for a large number of deprived high school students to
attend college and gain valuable work experience by going to school
for one semester and working the next semester for a . company; while
working that semester the student would receive credit hours.
Currently, this program is operative mainly in engineering and industrial education.
The General Motors Corporation, an active member of Prairie View
Cluster, has granted $5,000 to the college to be used wherever required in setting up a cooperative program.
UNION OIL COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA
Mr. Edward c. Melrose, Jr., Regional Manager of Industrial Relations,
Gulf Region, has been appointed as Union Oil Industry cluster Representative. Mr. Melrose is also a member of Prairie View Career
Planning and Placement Advisory Board; he will replace Mr. Billy
Evans who was very active as a Cluster Representative for Union Oil
Company of California.
THE N.A.B. MET IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA
President Thomas, and Brutus N. Jackson, Director of Prairie View
Industry Cluster, attended the National Alliance of Businessmen
Conference, on October 20, 1971.
The purpose of the conference was to reinforce the alliance's commitment to the college Cluster Program. The keynote speaker at the noon
luncheon was Mr. William c. Woodward, N.A.B. President.
Following his address a series of workshops were conducted with the
purpose of exploring pertinent topics affecting the future of industry
education cooperation as it relates to minority colleges.
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TWo members of the Prairie View cluster that represent industry were
in attendance: Mr. David Wooldridge, Hughes Aircraft company, Culver
city, California. Mr. Wooldridge participated in the series of workshops, and was very active that day. Mr. Tillman Dozier, Ford Motor
company, Dearborn, Michigan, was also in attendance and very active,
he headed one of the series of workshops that we participated in.
SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING
Electrical and mechanical engineering students at Prairie View A&M
college will design and build a battery powered Clean Air Car as a
cooperative senior project. The announcement was made this week by
Dr. Larry B. Morgan, Assistant Professor of Mechanical Engineering,
and coordinator of the project.
"The main purpose of the project," Dr. Morgan explained, "is to find
the most efficient way to deliver the electrical energy from the
batteries to an electric motor, and therefore, improve the range of
the car between battery charges. 11 He also added that the engineering
students will design the car as practical as possible for highway
driving.
Students in civil engineering and architecture will join in the planning of the car at a later stage.
"Each contribution," Dr. Morgan said,
"will be the basis for a senior investigative paper."
GRANT FOR PRE-MED STUDIES
The Josiah Macy, Jr., Foundation has awarded a one-year grant of $3,000
to PVC. This is one of six grants totaling $35,800, the foundation
has made under a program established in February, 1971, to strengthen
and expand the role and responsibilities of pre-medical advisors and
the pre-medical advisory services at selected traditionally black
colleges.
Dr. L. c. Collins, Head of the Department of Biology who supervises
the pre-med program at PVC, said such grants help to strengthen the
program, mainly by providing funds for the transportation of pre-med
students to hospitals and medical schools, for inviting outstanding
consultants to lecture to the students on current medical topics, and
to assist in the recruitment of new students who envision to enter the
field of medicine.
BENDIX AEROSPACE SYSTEMS/ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN
Mr. Mervin s. Smith, Director of Industrial Relations and Bendix Cluster
Representative for Prairie View A&M College has shipped 650 vacuum
Tubes for use in the School of Industrial Electronics. Mr. Weldon
Maddox, Head of the Electronics Technology Department at Prairie View

A&M College; stated that the vacuum tubes could be used in the following ways:
1.

To replace weak or defective tubes in existing
oscilloscopes, vacuum tube voltmeters, signal
generators, signal traces, and other test
equipment.

2.

Some tubes will be used to build vacuum tube
characteristic curve graphs and charts.

3.

Some tubes will be used to perform experiment in
logic and switching circuits.

A GOAL FOR A MONTH
Dr. A. D. Stewart, Head of the Mathematics Department has expressed a
strong interest in developing a Statistical Laboratory. Dr. Stewart
stated that this laboratory would satisfy the following needs:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

Provide useful techniques in computing.
Provide statistical analysis techniques.
Provide valuable services for students and
the college.
Prepare students for effective careers in
industry.
Provide research experiences for students.

In order to provide our students with this type of knowledge, the
following equipment is needed:
I.

Electronic calculators (TYPE)
(a)

II.
III.

Friden

~)

~~

(c)

Monroe

Calculating desks
Statistical tables and literature

FORD MOTOR COMPANY CONTRIBUTED TO SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING
'flle school of Engineering has received a grant from Ford Motor Company
to assist in the development of the engineering curriculum. According to Mr. Larry Goebel, College Relations Administrator of the Ford
Motor company, the Grant of $15,000.00 is to be used in developing
the department of Mechanical Engineering. 'I'he grant will be given in
three installments of $5,000.00, the first installment has been

received.
This grant will assist in a comprehensive study of the
department's laboratory and instructional program.
GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY
'J:he General Electric Foundation, for the second year, contributed a
Grant of $10,000.00 to be used in the development of the School of
Eng i neering at Prairie View A&M College.
'J:he present Grant of $10,000.00 is an increase of $5,000.00 over the
amount of the Grant for the previous year.
In addition, to this grant,
the General Electric Foundation give an unrestricted gift of $2,500.00
annually to assist in the enrichment of the engineering program.
Mr. Donald L. Watson, secretary of the General Electric Foundation;
stated in a letter to President Thomas, that the fun1s are intended
to supplement those resources normally available to the Dean of
Engineering, and that $5,000.00 is designated for faculty improvement .

****SPOTLIGHT NEWS****

1.

There will be a general meeting within the next thirty (30) to
sixty (60) days. You will receive a letter from Mr. c. H. Dykes ,
Jr., co-chairman as to the date, place, and time.

2.

A Progress Report is being made at this time of the Cluster's involvement with the college. Each company will receive a report
of his company's involvement as the Cluster records show. Please
update the report and return it to: Brutus N. Jackson, Director
Prairie View Industry Cluster.
**********************
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